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KJ Nakao is a student of Yirko Baley and Jorge Grossmann. This recital is offered in partial fulfillment of the 
requirement for a Master of Music degree in Music Composition. 
~PROGRAM NOTES~ 
String Quartet No.1 
Inspired by a so-called "metaphysical novel" by Yutaka Haniya, one of the most influential Japanese philoso-
phers in the Twentieth Century. The piece etches the agony of a youngster who attempts to redefine the meaning 
of "existence"() ". mov. ) and the fleeting moments of ecstasy when he believes he succeeds in hi s ontological 
journey (2"d. mov .. ) 
Woodwind Quintet No.1 
A study piece. 
Hoi chi 
Based on a Japanese folktale wherein Hoichi , a blind lute player is obsessed by the ghosts of the Heike clan and 
undergoes numerous misfortunes. Al l these incidents ultimately lead him to Nirvana. 
Translation of Text 
Dressed in a dove-gray robe 
His hair now done in boyish loops 
On either side of his head 
The child, his face bathed in tears 
Pressed hi s small hands together 
Knelt down and bowed first toward the east 
Taking his leave of the deity of the l se Shrine 
Then he turned toward the west 
Began chanting the nembutsu the invocation of Amida's name. 
The un then took him in her arms 
Confronting him she said, 
There 's another capital down there beneath the waves! 
So they plunged to the bottom of the thousand-fathomed sea. 
Source: Darnrosch , David and others, eds., The Longman Anthology of World Literature. 
Voi.B , Th e Tales of The Heike. Translated by Burton Watson. New York: 
Pearson Longman, 2004. 
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